
James E. McErlane, Esq. 

Jim McErlane is a Senior Partner of Lamb McErlane PC in West Chester, PA. He is a 

founding member of the firm which organized on January 1, 1971. He has 

concentrated his practice in the area of general business, finance, real estate, and 

municipal and governmental regulation. He has been continuously named as a 

Pennsylvania Super Lawyer for General Business Law. He is an Eagle Scout and was 

in the U.S. Navy 1967-1970, with one year in Vietnam. 

Jim is currently a member of the Pennsylvania Commission on Judicial Independence, 

appointed by the Supreme Court.  

The Supreme Court of Pennsylvania appointed Jim to the Judicial Conduct Board with 

one term as Chair of the Board.  Previously, Jim served on a Hearing Committee of 

the Lawyers Disciplinary Board.  Jim has sat on the Judicial Nominating Advisory 

Panel for the US Federal Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania.  He is a 

member of the Chester County, Pennsylvania, and American Bar Associations. 

Jim was the recipient of the 2021 Chester County Economic Development Council Hall 

of Fame and the Legal Intelligencer’s 2021 Professional Excellence Award for Lifetime 

Achievement. In 2020 Jim received the Jeanne Molitor La Rouche Leadership Award 

by Surrey Senior Services. He was recognized by the Chester County Chamber of 

Business & Industry with its Citizenship Award in 2005; by the Chester County Council 

of the Boy Scouts of America as the 2010 Distinguished Citizen of the Year; by the 

Greater West Chester Chamber of Commerce as its 2011 Citizen of the Year; by the 

March of Dimes in 2013; and an Influencer of Law Award for Lifetime Achievement 

from the Philadelphia Inquirer and Lenfest Institute in 2019.  

 



Jim has been actively involved with the Boards of many organizations, including:  

• Chester Valley Bancorp (former Chair) 

• First Financial Bank (interim President and Chair) 

• Board of Consultors of the Villanova Law School 

• Business and Industry Chamber for Chester County (former Chair) 

• Chester County Economic Development Council 

• Paoli Hospital  

• Community Volunteers in Medicine 

• Boy Scouts of America - Chester County Council 

• March of Dimes, Women of Achievement Program 

• Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation (Philadelphia) 

• Chester County Food Bank  

• Chester County Library Trust (former President) 

• PA Bar Institute (Panelist, Planner) 

• Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce 

• Chester County Community Foundation 

• Philadelphia Regional Port Authority 

• West Chester University Foundation  

 

Practice Areas:  

• Business 

• Banking and Finance 

• Real Estate 

• Municipal Finance 

• Attorney Discipline / Ethical Matters 

 



Admissions:  

• Pennsylvania 

• District of Columbia  

• U.S. Supreme Court  

• Federal District and Circuit Court for the Third Circuit 

 

Education:  

• Villanova Law School, JD 

• Villanova University, AB 

 


